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ANCIENT WOODLANDS AND TREES - EVIDENCE NOTE 
 

PART ONE: BACKGROUND 

ANCIENT WOODLANDS 

1. What are ancient woodlands? 

In the UK (with the exception of Scotland) ancient woodlands are sites that have been 
continuously wooded since at least 1600, when most of the country was first mapped. Before 
this time, tree planting was less common, so woods that were present in 1600 are likely to 
have developed naturally. In some places, ancient woodland may be the last living link with 
the wildwood that covered the country after the last ice age. It is important to remember that 
not all of the trees in an ancient woodland are ancient. It is because the site as a whole has 
been continuously wooded that leads to the classification. 

There are specific definitions of ancient woodlands and trees in England. However, 
classification as ancient woodland is not a formal statutory designation and does not 
necessarily offer additional protection for woodland. 

The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) defines ancient woodland as area that has 
been wooded continuously since at least 1600. It includes ancient semi-natural woodland 
(ASNW) and plantations on ancient woodland sites (PAWS). Both types of woodland have 
the same level of protection in national policy.However on the ground they are often treated 
differently. 

The Woodland Trust's definition gives more details: 

• Ancient semi-natural woodlands (ASNW) are woods that have developed naturally. 
These woods may have existed since woodland first colonised the UK after the last 
glaciation. In many cases they have grown up on land that was previously cleared, but 
many hundreds of years ago. Most ancient woods are not untouched by humans - they 
may have been managed for timber and other products over centuries - but they have 
always had woodland cover. 

• Plantations on ancient woodland sites (PAWS) are ancient woodlands that were 
felled and planted with trees not native to the UK, often with conifers, but also with 
other broadleaf trees. This was common practice during the 20th century as part of a 
drive for the UK to become self-sufficient in timber after the world wars. These sites 
can be easy to dismiss as conifer plantations, but the rich ancient woodland soils they 
are planted on contain an important ancient seed bank. 

 

2. The Value of Ancient Woodlands 

Ancient woods are our richest land-based habitat for wildlife. According to the Woodland 
Trust they are home to more threatened species than any other habitat. Yet today, ancient 
woodland covers only around two percent of the UK’s land area. 

As they have matured and changed slowly over such long timescales, ancient woods have 
unique and special features. Their soils remain relatively undisturbed by human activities, 
keeping layers laid down over centuries of falling leaves and providing a home for hidden 
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communities of fungi, invertebrates and dormant seeds. A closely-knit network of plants and 
animals depend on the stable conditions that ancient woodland provides.  

Access to woodland can make people physically healthier, improve mental wellbeing 
and improve their quality of life.Numerous studies have shown that walking in the woods can 
reduce blood pressure, boost mental health, and decrease cancer risk. High quality 
greenspace has also been shown to have positive economic impacts, such as attracting 
inward investment and making places more attractive to live in, as well as increasing social 
cohesion.                                                

It is important that most woods are accessible and not fenced off from the public. Properly 
marked and maintained paths can steer visitors away from the most sensitive areas of 
woodland. There is a great deal that can be done to build woodland resilience. Planted 
buffers around the woods' exterior protect the woods' inner core. Also planting new woodland 
gives people easily accessible alternatives to ancient woodland and relieves pressure on 
small patches of fragmented ancient woodland.  

The Woodland Trust’s report Space for People assesses public access to woodland 
throughout the UK and how access can be increased in order to guide people away from 
ancient woodland sites.       

This video called ‘What is ancient woodland?’ from the Woodland Trust describes the 
different types of ancient woodland in the UK and their value. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CtOGFK-wtks 

Today’s ancient woodlands developed on undisturbed soils, untouched by agriculture or 
industry. Any woods or trees planted today or any time since the advent of widespread 
farming cannot become ancient woodlands because they have developed on soils that have 
been altered by human intervention. Ancient woodlands are not simply ancient woodlands 
because they are over 400 years old, it is the climate and conditions in which they evolved 
that makes them unique and irreplaceable. Therefore the protection of these habitats is key. 
Section 4 of the module will explore the planning policy framework to do this. 

The fragmentation of natural habitats in today’s landscape hampers many species’ natural 
movements and interactions. Many species characteristic of ancient woodland are slow to 
disperse and do not colonise new areas easily. 

Climate change is a threat to woods, trees and wildlife. Winters are likely to become wetter 
and summers drier. Trends indicate this is already happening. Extreme weather events such 
as droughts, storms and floods are likely to become more common. 

Climate change is leading to shifts in the relationships between species, giving some a 
competitive advantage as well as altering species ranges. Less mobile plant and animal 
species may not be able to move or adapt, due to habitat fragmentation and intensive land 
use. Climate change may also exacerbate other threats to wildlife such as pests, diseases 
and non-native invasive species, as conditions in the UK change to be more conducive to 
their establishment.  

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) 2018 report, "Global Warming of 
1.5C” highlights the impacts of climate change. Fifty percent of the carbon in woods is stored 
in the soil and leaf litter. In ancient woodland this represents a huge carbon store that has 
been locked up for some time, making their preservation even more important.  
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3. How to identify ancient woodland in the NDP area. 

Ancient woodland is identified in national inventories. The most up to date source are the 
MAGIC Map by DEFRA, and Cornwall Council’s Local Council Interactive Mapping system.  

However, these inventories are not definitive. At best they should be described as provisional 
on the basis of incomplete evidence. Therefore, it is worth knowing the other sources of 
information to identify ancient woodland that are available. 

Old maps and documentary evidence that can help identify unmapped ancient woodland. The 
things to look for on old maps include: 

• Irregular shaped boundaries;  
• Unfenced boundaries; and 
• Wood names (like Spring, Coppice, Holt, Frith, Dingle) and the Cornish place names 

"Kelli" or grove, "Coos" (wood) and "elaw" (elm). 
  
There are visual clues that indicate that a woodland could be ancient. Woods can have 
features built by people that give clues about its cultural history. For instance, 
medieval woodbanks [ditches with the excavated earth then piled up on the woodland side 
were constructed to mark boundaries and create enclosures within woodland] are a good 
indicator that a woodland is ancient, as are old coppice stools [This is where the tree is cut 
down at the stump and the shoots regenerate from the stump known as a stool ] 
and pollarded trees. [a pruning system involving the removal of the upper branches of a tree, 
to promote a dense head of foliage and branches]. 
 
Some species of plants are known as indicator species. If they are present, this is an 
indicator the woodland is ancient. This is because indicator species thrive in the conditions 
created by stable and continuous woodland cover and are easily identifiable .However, it is 
important to remember that many of these species occur in other woodland, and the indicator 
list is different depending on the geographical location. A good mix of several indicators can 
be strong evidence of ancient woodland. Indicator species in the SW include plants like the 
Wood Anemone, Guelder Rose, Monk’s Hood, Columbine etc. (See Appendix 1). 
 
When a woodland is identified as potentially being ancient the appropriate inventory should 
be informed. In Cornwall this would be ERCCIS. 
 
4. The impacts of development on ancient woodlands 

Direct impacts can lead to the damage or loss of ancient woodland. Government guidance in 
the UK generally recommends that local authorities should refuse permission for 
developments that result in the loss of ancient woodland except in exceptional cases. 

However, figures from the Woodland Trust show that most development threats to ancient 
woodland are in fact indirect.  

All types of development can potentially have an impact on ancient woodland. A development 
can have more than one potential effect. 

A. Edge effects 

The variety of edge effects of development on ancient woodland are shown in the image 
overleaf. 



 4 

 



 5 

B. Chemical effects 

Road traffic is a significant source of air pollution. The effects of the pollution can extend for 
up to 200m from the road. The effects of this pollution are directly related to the 
concentration of nitrogen dioxide. Studies have found that higher levels of nitrogen dioxide 
have led to increased growth of invasive grasses, thereby affecting the delicate balance of 
natural species within ancient woodland. 

C. Disturbance 

Sources of disturbance include: 

• Noise - most development sites will generate noise. Some short term - construction; 
some long term - traffic. The impacts on animal species is not fully understood. 

• Vegetation clearance - when woodland is managed for recreation an 
open understorey is often considered to add value as it helps people to move around 
easier. However, it can have a negative effect on woodland birds and other animals. 

• Light pollution - most development sites will generate light pollution. Some short term 
- construction; some long term - street lighting. It can have an impact on the breeding 
and mating habits of some bird species. 

• Trampling - can lead to a loss of vegetation and in high use areas the composition of 
species present can be altered. Trampling can also lead to changes in the micro-
climate close to the path due to changes in soil fertility. 

• Grazing - is sometimes used to sympathetically manage woodland. However, it can 
have a negative effect on the presence of local species and needs to be managed 
carefully. 

D. Fragmentation  

Fragmentation is when parts of a habitat are destroyed, leaving behind smaller unconnected 
areas of ancient woodland. In general fragmentation has a negative effect on the richness 
and diversity of plants species. The smaller the area of ancient woodland and the greater the 
distance between areas of woodland (isolation), the lower the species richness and diversity. 
This is particularly the case for specialist woodland species such as ferns. However, the total 
amount of woodland within a landscape has been found to be directly related to the number 
of species present. So even small patches of woodland may be beneficial, if they are in close 
proximity to other woodland. Mammals like bats and red squirrels are also affected by 
woodland fragmentation. 

E. Invasion by non-native plant species  

Many of the types of development identified at the start of this chapter could promote 
invasion of ancient woodland by non-native plant species. One thing for planners to look out 
for is the way residential developments can introduce non-native ornamental garden 
species.  

A common example is rhododendron. This evergreen bush is a huge problem in many areas 
across the UK. It’s able to dominate a variety of habitats, especially woodland, and can also 
grow well in disturbed areas. Once established, rhododendron out-competes other species 
and shades out woodland ground flora. It also contains toxins which reduce foliage growth of 
other species and which make it unappetising for grazing animals.  
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Development adjacent to or within ancient woodland leads to soil disturbance and the ideal 
conditions for non-native species to establish themselves. The removal of trees and 
undergrowth increases light levels which can also encourage the growth of non-native plants. 

F. Cumulative effects   

Cumulative effects are the result of many small, seemingly insignificant developments on 
ancient woodland, but which over time add up to pose a significant threat. 
 
Climate change is a prime example of a cumulative effect. Long term changes in 
temperature, rain levels and frequency of extreme weather all have an impact on ancient 
woodland. The extent of the impact is just not fully understood yet. 
 
All species have their climatic niches (conditions and locations they are best suited to allow 
them to thrive) and climate change can result in these niches moving. The fragmented nature 
of ancient woodland in the UK landscape means that there is a lack of connectivity between 
sites and this will prevent species moving to areas more suitable to their needs. In general 
UK planning guidance seeks to prevent breaking up or destroying connections between 
ancient woodlands and trees. 

During much of the twentieth century there was a shortage of timber. To address this need 
and to avoid impacting on agricultural land there was wide spread clearing of ancient 
woodland across the UK. Ancient broadleaf habitats were replaced with fast growing, non-
native conifers on plantations on ancient woodlands sites (PAWS). Despite the fact that there 
has been damage to these sites they retain the ecological and archaeological value from 
their ancient woodland origin. It is important to remember that in planning policy plantations 
on ancient woodlands sites (PAWS) and ancient semi-natural woodland (ASNW) are seen 
as equal. 

PAWS sites can be restored to broadleaf forests. The approach taken to restoration by the 
Woodland Trust involves gradually thinning the existing conifer canopy through careful 
management over several years. This slowly increases the dappled light that can reach the 
woodland floor, providing a suitable habitat for more sensitive native woodland plants to 
grow. These improvements are carried out by gradually shifting the tree canopy towards 
more semi-natural species. Restoration is about gradual change. The Woodland 
Trust's advice on woodland restoration has more detail. 

This section is based on research from the Woodland Trust, Impacts of nearby development 
on ancient woodland. 

ANCIENT AND VETERAN TREES 

1. What are ancient and veteran trees? 

Dating the age of trees is not an exact science. Trees of different species are classified as 
ancient at different ages. The oldest trees, such as yews, oaks and sweet chestnuts have 
very long ancient stages sometimes more than a thousand years long. Other types of trees 
have shorter lives and have short ancient stages, for example, birch or willow.  

Therefore, a birch tree could be considered as ancient at 150 years old and an oak tree at 
400 years. Yew trees can live for thousands of years, so are not defined as ancient until they 
are 800 years old. 
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Each tree comprises of lots of different habitats, the hollows, pools, crevices and dead wood 
that evolve as part of the aging process all create different habitats for different species of 
wildlife during the life cycle of the tree.  

An ancient tree is in the stage of life ‘beyond maturity’, i.e. it has passed beyond maturity 
and is old, or aged, in comparison with other trees of the same species. Its leaf canopy may 
be small. By this life-stage it will have developed the significant rare habitat associated with 
the ageing process. The diagram below shows the ageing process of a tree. Very few trees 
of any species reach this life-stage. Ancient trees are all veterans, but not all veterans are 
ancient. 

 

 

A key characteristic of a veteran tree is a substantial volume of wood decay in the trunk 
and/or in the major branches, apparent as hollowing or associated with branch death. 
Together with age-related alterations of bark, such decay is extremely valuable for nature 
conservation. Normally these characteristics are associated with ageing and do not become 
significant until maturity. They may also have cultural and heritage values. 

 
2. The Value of Ancient and Veteran Trees 

Ancient and veteran trees share the same value to habitat and well-being as Ancient 
woodlands. In addition, Ancient trees are important for culture and placemaking. The UK is 
thought to have the greatest number of ancient trees in northern Europe. Ancient trees can 
also show old field boundaries, way markers and routes. Woods and trees have given us our 
place names, for example Lostwithiel, meaning Wooded land, Lanner (Clearing) and 
Braddock, or Broadoak, 

3 How to identify and record ancient and veteran trees in the NDP area. 

There is no central Government statutory register of ancient and veteran trees. The Ancient 
Tree Inventory (ATI) www.ancient-tree-hunt.org.uk/ is a provisional combined data set. It was 
started in 2007 by the Woodland Trust and anyone can contribute. Trees are verified by a 
team of volunteers, who also allocate a status of ancient, veteran or notable [ mature trees 
which may stand out as significant in the local environment because they are large in 
comparison with other trees around them. They don’t have any obvious veteran 
characteristics. They are usually worthy of recognition and can potentially be the next 
generation of veteran trees]. In Cornwall the Cornwall Ancient Tree Forum has assisted 
Cornwall Council in recording trees on to the Woodland Trust Ancient Tree Inventory.  

Ancient trees are found in their greatest numbers in the remnants of medieval royal hunting 
forests and in medieval deer parks. They are not found often in ancient woodland because of 
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past traditional management of small woods for timber production. Sometimes groups of 
ancient trees can be found in historic wood pasture1, ancient wooded commons and 
hedgerows.  

Individual ancient trees can be found all over the UK in urban areas. They are located in the 
midst of housing estates and urban parks, on village greens, in churchyards and adjacent to 
old historic buildings. These isolated ancient monuments can have particular local 
resonance.   

This video called ‘Ancient tree hunt’ from the Woodland Trust is about identifying ancient and 
veteran trees: https://youtu.be/NedI7rsQeNM 

To make a record of an ancient tree, you will require information such as: 

• Address and grid reference. 
• Site description - hedge, wood, parish boundary. 
• Species. 
• Size - girth at breast-height and approximate height. 
• Condition. 
• Historical references - folklore etc. 

Additionally records can be submitted on the Ancient Tree Forum website . 

POSSIBLE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING POLICY APPROACHES 

1. Neighbourhood Planning's role in protection and enhancement 

There are a range of tools available to planners. The starting point is to ensure that the NDP 
evidence base identifies and records any ancient woodlands, ancient/veteran and notable 
trees early in the plan making process, for inclusion in the evidence base. If sites for 
development are to be identified in the NDP, the presence on site or in proximity to a site of 
such woodlands should be considered a negative indicator in any site finding process.  

NDP policies should not replicate NPPF and Local Plan policy, but can add missing detail 
and interpretation, so long as they do not frustrate the higher-level policies or fall out of 
conformity with them, in order to meet local needs in accordance with the latest evidence.  

It is reasonable for NDP policies to provide protection for ancient woodlands, ancient/veteran 
and notable trees, and set criteria for how development should take into account their 
presence. NDPs can: 

• Provide clear local policy guidance - ensure local planning documents contain 
sufficient clarity and detail on the protection of ancient woodland and ancient and 
veteran trees to provide certainty for all involved; 

• Provide definitions - provide clear definitions for ancient woodland and veteran trees 
to avoid any misunderstanding; 

• Provide guiding principles - consider applying the following principles to guide both 
site selection and the subsequent design of development. 

 
1 Wood pasture is classified as a habitat valued for its individual park like trees particularly veteran and 
ancient, and the fauna, flora and fungi it supports, including a number of species that only occur in wood 
pasture and parkland. Grazing animals are fundamental to the habitats existence and many sites are also 
important historic landscapes. 
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o Avoid harm - can the development be sited elsewhere? 
o Evidence of need and benefits - can evidence of the exceptional need and 

benefits of the development that outweighs the loss of ancient woodland be 
provided? 

o Biodiversity net gain - requires development to leave biodiversity in a better 
state than before. Impacts on ancient woodland will always result in a net loss, 
because of their irreplaceable nature. 

The best approach is to consider the issues within a ‘Mitigation Hierarchy’ framework, ie 

a. Enhance 
b. Avoid  
c. Mitigate 
d. Rehabilitate/Restore  
e. Offset  
f. Compensate  

 
A. Enhance 
Measures taken to avoid creating impacts from the outset (including direct, indirect and cumulative 
impacts). In these circumstances the aim is to direct development well away from the ancient 
woodland or ancient/veteran trees, so that no disturbance is likely to occur, and to deliver 
positive impacts, for example in terms additional measures that enhance the protection for 
the trees or improve management arrangements as part of a net biodiversity gain agreement, 
such as producing and funding an access management plan for the woodland, and/or 
providing alternative natural greenspace to reduce additional visitor pressure or enhancing 
nearby natural habitats to improve connectivity with the surrounding landscape; 
B. Avoid 
Measures taken to avoid creating impacts from the outset (including direct, indirect and cumulative 
impacts). In these circumstances the aim is to direct development well away from the ancient 
woodland or ancient/veteran trees, so that no disturbance is likely to occur. 
C. Minimise 
Measures taken to reduce the duration, intensity and/or extent of impacts (including direct, indirect 
and cumulative impacts) that cannot be completely avoided, as far as is practically feasible. May 
include locating the development and its working areas and access routes away from areas 
of high ecological interest, fencing off sensitive areas during the construction period, or 
timing works to avoid sensitive periods. May also include non-invasive root investigation for 
ancient trees and protection beyond the limit of the usual investigative tools; the use of buffer 
landscaping which contributes to wider ecological networks and is part of the green 
infrastructure of the area by being planted with species local to the area.  
These measures must be capable of enforcement through strong conditions and legal 
agreements, and adequate resources available to see the enforcement through.  
Minimisation can be linked with D below. 
D. Rehabilitate/Restore 
Measures are taken to rehabilitate any harm or restore any cleared areas following exposure to 
impacts that cannot be completely avoided and/or minimised. 
E. Offset 
Measures are taken to compensate for any adverse impacts that cannot be avoided, minimised 
and/or rehabilitated or restored, in order to achieve no net loss or preferably a net gain. Offsets 
can take the form of positive management interventions such as restoration of degraded woodland 
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elsewhere, translocation of woodland soils or coppice stools to a suitable receptor site, or new 
woodland planting. However, given that ancient woodlands and ancient/veteran trees can be 400 
years or more in age, such offsetting is not likely to be very effective. 
F. Compensate 
Measures are taken to recompense or pay damages for loss of biodiversity caused by a project. 
This would normally only be acceptable in exceptional circumstances where the development 
proposed is of unusually high priority and it is impossible to offset the impacts.  Compensation 
payments could be used for woodland related training, capacity building, research or other 
outcomes that will not result in directly measurable conservation outcomes on the ground. 
If planning permission is given for a development that has a direct or indirect impact on 
ancient woodland or trees, local planning authorities should consider the impacts in terms of 
what is both: 

• Appropriate (i.e. what type of mitigation hierarchy measures are necessary), and; 
• Proportionate (i.e. adequate in terms of quality and quantity to address the level of 

harm predicted).  

2. Example Neighbourhood Plan Policy Approaches 

Barnham and Eastergate Neighbourhood Plan 2014-2029 

The neighbourhood plan for Barnham and Eastergate, West Sussex includes a policy to 
support the protection of the small areas ancient woodland and veteran trees. There are two 
areas of ancient woodland in the neighbourhood plan area, along with six veteran trees.  

Policy ES9: Trees and hedgerows will be protected 

‘Development that damages or results in the loss of ancient trees or trees or 
hedgerows of arboricultural and amenity value will not be supported. Development 
proposals must be designed to retain ancient trees or trees or hedgerows of good 
arboricultural and amenity value. A minimum buffer of at least 15 metres in width 
should be maintained between ancient woodland and any development boundary’. 

Sandbach Neighbourhood Development Plan, 2010-2030 

Sandbach is a market town in Cheshire. Abbeyfields ancient woodland is located within 
the neighbourhood plan area, which was made in 2016. An objective of the plan is to protect 
biodiversity and geodiversity. 

Policy PC4 – Biodiversity and Geodiversity 

‘Areas of high biodiversity and geodiversity value will be protected and enhanced. 
Enhancement measures will include increasing the total area of valuable habitat in the 
Neighbourhood Area, and linking up existing areas of high value habitat to create 
'ecological stepping stone sites', ‘wildlife corridors’ and 'Nature Improvements Areas'. 
Ecological networks and connectivity are vitally important in sustaining sites and 
addressing the impacts of climate change and opportunities to enhance wildlife 
connectivity will be supported…. 

…Development proposals which are likely to have a significant adverse impact on a 
site with one or more of the following local or regional designations, habitats or 
species [which includes Ancient Woodland] will not be permitted except in exceptional 
circumstances where the reasons for the proposed development clearly outweigh the 
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value of the ecological feature adversely affected and there are no appropriate 
alternatives….  

…..All development must aim to positively contribute to the conservation and 
enhancement of biodiversity and geodiversity and should not negatively affect these 
interests. To ensure that there are no residual adverse impacts resulting from a 
proposed development, where in exceptional circumstances the reasons for the 
proposed development clearly outweigh the value of the ecological feature adversely 
affected and there are no appropriate alternatives, the adverse impacts of the 
development must be proportionately addressed in accordance with the hierarchy of: 
mitigation, compensation and finally offsetting’. 

St Cleer Neighbourhood Development Plan 

St Cleer is a rural parish in Cornwall with extsnsive areas of woodland and some ancient and 
veteran trees. An objective of the Plan is to ‘To conserve and enhance the green 
infrastructure and biodiversity of St Cleer Parish’. 

Policy 14 – Trees, Cornish Hedges and Hedgerows 

Trees, Cornish Hedges and hedgerows contribute significantly to the landscape 
character of the Neighbourhood Plan Area and should be retained wherever possible. 
Development proposals should: 

a. Sympathetically incorporate and retaining trees and Cornish Hedges or 
hedgerows of good arboricultural and amenity value into the overall design of 
the scheme and include measures to ensure their protection during the course 
of development and their continued survival in the long term;  

b. be accompanied by a survey that establishes the health and longevity of any 
affected trees or hedgerows and a management plan in accordance with the 
latest version of British Standard BS 5837  ‘Trees in relation to demolition, 
design and development’ to demonstrate how they will be so maintained 

c. be accompanied by a detailed landscaping scheme which: 
i. includes the replacement of trees lost as a result of the development at a 

ratio of 3:1 where achievable. 
ii. Where achievable Incorporates the planting of additional trees at a 

minimum of 3 trees for each dwelling or 1 tree for each 50sqm of gross 
business floorspace.  

iii. Any replacement planting should be of a proven Cornish provenance or 
other provenance which is appropriate to the site, its character and 
surrounding habitat. [See Cornwall Council Guidance].  

iv. a scheme depicting the method by which retained trees and hedges will 
be protected for the duration of development. 

d. ensure the protection and retention of ancient woodland, ancient and veteran 
trees in accordance with National Policy and Guidance and by including a buffer 
of a minimum of 15 metres for ancient woodland, and for ancient or veteran tree 
the buffer should be at least 15 times larger than the diameter of the tree from 
development. 

Calstock Parish Neighbourhood Development Plan 

Calstock is a rural parish which includes extensive area of AONB, World Heritage Site, SSSI, 
SPA and other designations. In addition to a policy on trees, it includes reference to the 
mitigation hierarchy: 
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Policy EBD 1 - Habitat and Diversity 

1. New development proposals will be supported where they demonstrate through a 
Biodiversity Metric Gain Plan, based on an assessment of the site before and after 
development, that they minimise impacts on and achieve at least a 10% net gain in 
biodiversity. 
2. Each Biodiversity Metric Gain Plan should use appropriate methods drawn from the 
guidance in the Cornwall Biodiversity SPD, that are consistent with the British 
Standard for Biodiversity [BS42020] and supports Cornwall’s Environmental Growth 
Strategy. Each plan should explain how Mitigation Hierarchy has been followed 
(including proposals for any necessary compensation) and how the proposal will 
integrate into any wider green infrastructure network 
3. Development which results in the loss of, or significant harm to, the ecological or 
landscape value of existing private residential gardens will not normally be supported. 
4. Developments must ensure that adverse impacts on County Wildlife Sites, Local 
Geological Sites and sites supporting Biodiversity Action Plan habitats and species, as 
recorded on the Proposals Map, are avoided, or effectively mitigated where impacts 
are unavoidable or, as a last resort impacts are compensated for through the creation 
of habitats elsewhere. 

Guidance on the Cornwall Council approach top Net Biodiversity Gain is given in a 
Chief Planning Officers Advice Note. 

 

CONCLUSION 

Key points are: 
• Ancient woodlands and ancient and veteran trees are irreplaceable; 
• The effect of development on ancient woods and trees can be indirect as well as 

direct; 
• Neighbourhood Planning has a positive role to play in the protection and enhancement 

of ancient woodlands; 
• There are a range of tools available to planners; 
• Ancient woods and trees can be best protected when they are considered early in the 

plan making process. 

 

Sources: RTPI CPD Training Modules. Woodland Trust, Cornwall Council 
 
Appendix One – Indicator Plants for Ancient woodlands in SW England 
 
Scientific name / Common name  
Aconitum napellus    Monk's-hood  
Adoxa moschatellina   Moschatel  
Allium ursinum    Ramsons  
Anemone nemorosa   Wood Anemone  
Aquilegia vulgaris   Columbine  
Blechnum spicant    Hard Fern  
Bromopsis ramosa    Hairy-brome  
Calamagrostis epigejos   Wood Small-reed  
Campanula trachelium   Nettle-leaved Bellflower  
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Cardamine amara    Large Bitter-cress  
Carex laevigata    Smooth-stalked Sedge  
Carex pallescens    Pale Sedge  
Carex remota    Remote Sedge  
Carex strigosa    Thin-spiked Wood-sedge  
Carex sylvatica    Wood-sedge  
Ceratocapnos claviculata   Climbing Corydalis  
Chrysosplenium oppositifolium  Opposite-leaved Golden-saxifrage  
Colchicum autumnale   Meadow Saffron  
Conopodium majus    Pignut  
Dipsacus pilosus    Small Teasel  
Dryopteris aemula    Hay-scented Buckler-fern  
Dryopteris affinis    Scaly Male-fern  
Dryopteris carthusiana   Narrow Buckler-fern  
Elymus caninus    Bearded Couch  
Epipactis helleborine   Broad-leaved Helleborine  
Epipactis leptochila    Narrow-lipped Helleborine  
Euonymus europaeus   Spindle  
Euphorbia amygdaloides   Wood Spurge  
Festuca gigantea    Giant Fescue  
Frangula a/nus    Alder Buckthorn  
Gagea lutea     Yellow Star-of-Bethlehem  
Galium odoratum    Sweet Woodruff  
Geum rivale Water    Avens  
Holcus mollis     Creeping Soft-grass  
Hyacinthoides non-scripta   Bluebell  
Hymenophyllum tunbrigense  Tunbridge Filmy-fern  
Hypericum androsaemum   Tutsan  
Hypericum pulchrum   Slender St John's-wort  
!lex aquifolium    Holly  
Iris foetidissima    Stinking Iris  
Lamiastrum galeobdolon   Yellow Archangel  
Lathraea squamaria   Toothwort  
Lathyrus sylvestris    Narrow-leaved Everlasting-pea  
Luzula forsteri    Southern Wood-rush  
Luzula pilosa     Hairy Wood-rush  
Luzula sylvatica    Great Wood-rush  
Lysimachia nemorum   Yellow Pimpernel  
Melampyrum pratense   Common Cow-wheat  
Melica uniflora    Wood Melick  
Melittis melissophyllum   Bastard Balm  
Milium effusum    Wood Millet  
Moehringia trinervia   Three-veined Sandwort  
Narcissus pseudonarcissus   Wild Daffodil  
Neottia nidus-avis    Bird's-nest Orchid  
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Orchis mascula    Early Purple Orchid  
Oreopteris limbosperma   Lemon-scented Fern  
Oxalis acetosella    Wood-sorrel  
Paris quadrifolia    Herb-Paris  
Phegopteris connectilis   Beech Fern  
Platanthera chlorantha   Greater Butterfly-orchid  
Paa nemoralis    Wood Meadow-grass  
Polygonatum multiflorum   Solomon's seal  
Polypodium vulgare (sensulato)  Polypody (all species )  
Polystichum aculeatum   Hard Shield-fern  
Polystichum setiferum   Soft Shield-fern  
Populus tremula    Aspen  
Potentilla sterilis    Barren Strawberry  
Prunus avium    Wild Cherry  
Pulmonaria longifolia   Narrow-leaved Lungwort  
Ranunculus auricomus   Goldilocks Buttercup  
Ribes rubrum    Red Currant  
Rosa arvensis    Field-rose  
Ruscus aculeatus    Butcher 's Broom  
Sanicula europaea    Sanicle  
Scirpus sy/vaticus    Wood Club-rush  
Sedum telephium    Orpine  
Sibthorpia europaea   Cornish Moneywort  
Solidago virgaurea    Golden rod  
Sorbus (microspecies)   Whitebeam (microspecies)  
Sorbus torminalis    Wild Service Tree  
Stachys officinalis    Betony  
Tamus communis    Black Bryony  
Tilia cordata     Small-leaved Lime  
Ulmus glabra    Wych Elm  
Vaccinium myrtillus   Bilberry  
Veronica montana    Wood Speedwell  
Viburnum opulus    Guelder Rose  
Vicia sepium     Bush Vetch  
Vicia sylvatica    Wood Vetch  
Viola palustris    Marsh Violet  
Viola reichenbachiana   Early Dog-violet  
Wahlenbergia hederacea   Ivy-leaved Bellflower  

 
Source: from Rose Francis, ‘Indicators of ancient woodland:  The use of vascular plants in 
evaluating ancient woods for nature conservation’ British Wildlife Magazine, April 1999 
 

APPENDIX TWO: SOURCES OF MORE INFORMATION 

For more about ancient woodlands and trees see these sources of further information: 
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Forestry Commission is a non-statutory consultee on sites within 500m of ancient 
woodland. It operates in England and Scotland.   

Natural Resources Wales - is the adviser, regulator and designator for the environment and 
its natural resources. 

Natural England - issues standing advice and will offer bespoke advice in very special 
circumstances. 

Scottish Natural Heritage - is the Government body responsible for the natural 
environment. They have published guidance for planning authorities on planning for forestry 
and woodlands. 

Department Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs (DAERA) - has responsibility for 
forestry in Northern Ireland. 

Woodland Trust is the UK’s largest woods and trees charity. A non-statutory consultee, who 
can engage with pre-application discussions and assist with policy wording. They offer free 
CPD sessions for planners keen to know more about ancient woodlands or how to 
incorporate more trees into developments.  
 

Ancient Tree Inventory is an online interactive map of the ancient, veteran 
and notable trees in the UK. Volunteers can record a tree, which is then verified. There are 
over 160,000 trees listed on the site.  

Cornwall Ancient Tree Forum 

Trees and Design Action Group is a collaborative forum that facilitates cross-sector 
projects that promotes the role of the urban forest throughout the UK. Its membership, online 
publications and information are free.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 16 

PART TWO: ANCIENT WOODLANDS, ANCIENT TREES, VETERAN TREES AND NOTABLE 
TREES IN ST WENN PARISH 
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1. Pedunculate Oak nr Hag Gla Cottage Jctn  - https://ati.woodlandtrust.org.uk/tree-
search/?v=1731816&ml=map&z=18&nwLat=50.45874761701909&nwLng=-
4.850040570092364&seLat=50.45709464641164&seLng=-4.843174115014239 
 
2. Pedunculate Oak at Trewollack Manor - https://ati.woodlandtrust.org.uk/tree-
search/tree?treeid=186564&from=3523&v=1731816&ml=map&z=16&nwLat=50.4605074750516&
nwLng=-4.878135962109313&seLat=50.453895492042676&seLng=-4.850670141796813#/ 
 
 
 
 


